[Radiation stimulation of the production of thymocyte growth factor and its possible role in thymus recovery].
Cells of two lines originating from intrathymic precursors of mouse T-lymphocytes produce an autocrine growth factor. The factor production during a certain period of the development of lines is drastically increased by radiation. The stimulatory effect of radiation cannot be explained by the release of the factor due to cell death. The administration of cultural supernatants, containing thymocyte growth factor, to the exposed mice favours the recovery of the thymus at early times following irradiation and influences the thymocyte response to the effect of growth factors.